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HOLY WEEK 2020 

Good Friday 2020 
Introduction & Opening Prayer 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

on this most holy night, 

when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

the Church invites her children throughout the world 

to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection 

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 

confident that we shall share his victory over death 

and live with him for ever in God. 

 

Eternal God, 

who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

set us aflame with the fire of your love, 

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Bible Reading 
Genesis 1: 1-15, 26-28, 31 

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 

light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.’ 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
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under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 

said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon the earth.’ 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 

31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
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Lighting the Easter Candle 

Marking the Easter Candle 
Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 

Five grains are fixed in the Easter Candle, signifying the wounds of Christ  

By his holy  

and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord  

guard us 

and keep us. 

Amen. 
 

Lighting the Easter Candle 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 

The Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God 
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 Exsultet – The Easter Song of Praise 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 

Rejoice, O earth, in glory,  

revealing the splendour of your creation, 

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 

Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

 

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 

For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 

This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

This is the night when all who believe in him  

are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 

This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

Most blessed of all nights! 
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Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 

Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 

peace and justice find a home,  

and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise,  

your Church’s solemn offering, 

this wax, the work of bees and the hands of  

your ministers. 

As we gaze upon the splendour of this flame 

fed by melting wax conceived by mother bee, 

grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead  

and his flame of love still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!  

Amen. 

Gospel Reading 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one 

another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and 

fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.[a] 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A1-8&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24874a
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 The Easter Acclamation 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

 The Easter Blessing and Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Where to find things: 
Website: www.bramhall.church 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bramhallchurch 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh8Ve25UiBfXwpdumWDod7Q/featured?view_as=subscriber 

http://www.bramhall.church/
http://www.facebook.com/bramhallchurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh8Ve25UiBfXwpdumWDod7Q/featured?view_as=subscriber

