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TRINITY 6

-
& OPENING RESPONSES

Lord Jesus, as we gather today,
may we have eyes to see

and ears to hear

what you are saying to us.
Make us ready to learn

from your stories.

Amen.

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING

€D ONFESSION

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
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The gospel calls us to turn away from sin

and be faithful to Christ.

As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith,
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you,

through our own fault,

in thought, and word, and deed,

and in what we have left undone.

We are heartily sorry,

and repent of all our sins.

For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

€D (OLLECT

Creator God,

you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
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3 0UR GOD 15 A GREAT BIG GOD

€D BIBLE READING

Joshua 5:13-15, 6- 1-27

'* Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?”

'4“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD | have now
come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him,
“What message does my Lord[ have for his servant?”

'* The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the
place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one
went out and no one came in.

2Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, | have delivered Jericho into your hands,
along with its king and its fighting men. * March around the city once with all the
armed men. Do this for six days. * Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’
horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times,
with the priests blowing the trumpets. * When you hear them sound a long

blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the
city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”

¢ So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of
the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of

it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed
guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.”

8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven
trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of
the LORD’s covenant followed them. ® The armed guard marched ahead of the
priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time
the trumpets were sounding. '° But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not
give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day | tell you
to shout. Then shout!” "' So he had the ark of the LORD carried around the city,
circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there.
'2]oshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of

the LORD. ' The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward,
marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. The armed men
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went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while the
trumpets kept sounding. '*So on the second day they marched around the city
once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days.
'* On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven
times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven
times. '® The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast,
Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city! '’ The
city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the
prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she
hid the spies we sent. '® But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will
not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will
make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. '? All the
silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and
must go into his treasury.”
2'When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the
trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone
charged straight in, and they took the city. 2' They devoted the city to
the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women,
young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.
22Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the
prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance
with your oath to her.” 2 So the young men who had done the spying went in and
brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all who
belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place
outside the camp of Israel.
24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and
gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s
house. 2 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who
belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—
and she lives among the Israelites to this day.
26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the LORD is
the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho:
“At the cost of his firstborn son

he will lay its foundations;
at the cost of his youngest

he will set up its gates.”
27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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€9 REFLECTION

Jr TUE LORDS MY SHEPHERD

€D DLCLARING OUR FAITH

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

€ A TIME OF PRAYER
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€ TUL LORD’ S PRAYIR

Being made one by the power of the Spirit,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

-
& WEEKLY CHALLENGE

Build a Bug House

As life changes once more, there are some things that haven’t changed. Our world is still
running short of resources, the atmosphere and oceans have been polluted and vaste
swathes of forests continue to be felled. We still have a duty to care for our environment.
Your challenge is to build something to encourage and support the local eco-system and
wildlife in Bramhall within your garden. It could be a bug hotel, or even just putting up a
bird box.

Jr IMMORTAL INVISIBLE
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€D Bl ESSING

Lord Jesus Christ,

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:
give us the courage to follow you

and to proclaim you as Lord and King,

to the glory of God the Father.

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen




