
 

5th Sunday of Easter / Christian Aid 

5th Sunday of Easter 

Christian Aid Sunday 
Opening Responses 

Come and celebrate our common home  

we gather with the family of humanity.  

 

With the mountains, islands and deserts  

we honour the glory of God in creation.  

 

With the lakes, rivers and seas  

we come to the source of living water.  

 

With the land, its soil, seeds and sustenance  

we give thanks for God’s generous provision.  

 

With the forests of great trees, the lungs of the planet  

we will sing with joy and clap our hands.  

 

We join with the whole of creation,  

inspired by those who have gone before and the prophetic voices of today 

We dare to praise and pray for another possible world.  

 

To the glory of God,  

Amen. 

 

Calm Me Lord 
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Confession 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

God our Father, we are sorry 

for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 

and acted ungratefully. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 

but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 

but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We are thoughtless, 

and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 
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We store up goods for ourselves alone, 

as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen 

 

Give Me Joy in My Heart 
 

Gospel Reading 

John 14:1-14 

Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In 

my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 

going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You 

know the way to the place where I am going.”  
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Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?”  

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 

well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 

such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 

say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 

Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the 

Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles 

themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have 

been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 

Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 

 

 

 Reflection 

 

Take My Life and Let it Be 
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Declaring our Faith 

Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

A Time of Prayer 

God in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  



 

5th Sunday of Easter / Christian Aid 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Weekly Challenge 
Renewing and Encouraging Creation. 

 

To God Be The Glory 

 

The Conclusion 

May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. 

May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling. 

May God bless us with courage at this critical hour. 

And may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Son and Holy Spirit, 

rest upon us and on all creation, 

this day and for the future to come. 

Amen. 


